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2 1. For the distinction between Chrlstlans and The true other men, is neither in country nor language
nor customs. 2. For they do not dwell in cities in some Christians place of their own, nor do they use
any strange variety of dialect, nor practise an extraordinary kind of life. 3. This teaching of theirs has
not been discovered by the intellect or thought of busy men, nor are they the advocates of any
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human doctrine as some men are. 4. Yet while living in Greek and barbarian cities, according as each
obtained his lot, and following the local customs, both in clothing and food and in the rest of life, they
show forth the wonderful and confessedly strange character of the constitution of their own
citizenship. 5. They dwell in their own fatherlands, but as if sojourners in them; they share all things as
citizens, and suffer all things as strangers. Every foreign country is their fatherland, and every
fatherland is a foreign country. 6. They marry as all men, they bear children, but they do not expose
their offspring. 7. They offer free hospitality, but guard their purity. 8. Their lot is cast “in the flesh,”
but they do not live “after the flesh.” 9. They pass their time upon the earth, but they have their
citizenship in heaven. 10. They obey the appointed laws, and they surpass the laws in their own lives.
11. They love all men and are persecuted by -all men. 12. They are unknown and they are
condemned. They are put to death and they gain life. 13. “They are poor and make many rich”; they
lack all things and have all things in abundance. 14. They are dishonoured, and are glorified in their
dishonour, they are spoken evil of and are justified. 15. “They are abused and give blessing,” they are
insulted and render honour. 16. When they do good they are buffeted as evil-doers, when they are
buffeted they rejoice as men who receive life. 17. They are warred upon by the Jews as foreigners and
are persecuted by the Greeks, and those who hate them cannot state the cause of their enmity.
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